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Concerning Women in the Church

In I Corinthians 11:5 the Apostle Paul describes how a
woman is to be dressed when she prays and prophesies in the
open services of the church. The word, "prophesy," in the Bible
simply means to speak out for God. The idea of foretelling is
a much later addition to the meaning of the substantive.

In I Corinthians 14:34,35 there is an admonition from the
Apostle Paul that the woman is to keep silence in the church.
Has Paul forgotten what he had just written in I Corinthians 11:5?
No, never. He is writing not onlv as one of the brilliant men of
all time but also under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. The
passage in I Corinthians 14:34,35 is imbedded in the discussion
on speaking in tongues. Paul writes that a woman is not to sveak
in a so-called unknown tongue. And, let me add my own observation
that if you stop women from speaking in gibberish the entire move-
ment will wither overnight. So much for the passages in Corinthians.

In I Timothy 2:12 Paul writes concerning a woman teaching and
usurping authority over the men in the church. Between that passage
and his discussion of the offices of bishop and deacon there is a
chapter heading. This separates the two passages as though they
were not one. When Paul wrote the letter there were no verses
and no chapter headings. The letter moved from one subject to
another in the same way we write letters today. The whole passage
begins with I Timothy 2:11 and continues through I Timothy 3:13.

It is a discussion concerning the authoritative leadershiov in the
church which a woman is not to usurp. The passage concerns bishops
(elders, pastors) and deacons. The passage has nothing to do with
a woman teaching a Sunday School class or promoting any other effort
in the church. The whole passage concerns the resident authority
in the congregation of the Lord which is to be vested in the men
who are teaching-preaching elders and God-ordained deacons. For

us to take the meaning of the Apostle Paul and to try to make it
apply to a thousand situations for which it was never meant to
apply is to do discredit to the meaning of the apostle and to
create insufferable hurt to the advancement of the kingdom of

our Lord.

W. A. Criswell






